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crisis had passed, but every succeeding crisis added to the
tension. Early in the following year the British Naval Staff
agreed that the French fleet should be concentrated in the
Mediterranean, while the British fleet assumed moral if not
treaty responsibility for safeguarding the Channel coast of
France in the event of war.

It was the Balkan cataclysm which made a European war
inevitable because the collapse of the 'sick man of Europe' had
created graver problems than it solved. Greece had enlarged
her frontiers without arousing the jealousy of either Russia or
Austria, but the sudden arrival on the European stage of a
greatly enlarged Serbia, whose powerful armies were already
in Central Macedonia and threatening to extend westwards to
the Adriatic shore, was a different affair. The disruptive force
which must inevitably be exercised on the Austro-Hungarian
Empire by a powerful Serbia, flushed with conquest and gaining
by her access to the sea the status of an important European
power, was as evident in St. Petersburg as in Vienna. It
followed that the Serbian claims were vigorously pressed by
Russia and supported by France, and as vigorously opposed by
Austria, supported by Germany. Nor was it unimportant that
Bulgaria, the firm friend of Austria (because there was no
Bulgarian minority within the Austro-Hungarian Empire and
because she owed her successful assertion of independence in
1908 to Austrian connivance), had contributed most to and
derived least benefit from the victory of the Balkan League over
Turkey. To the vastly increased power of Serbia and her
natural friend and ally Greece, there was thus no sufficient
counterpoise on which Vienna could rely.

The situation for the Dual Monarchy was difficult enough in
any case. The whole structure of this composite state was
based on the negation of the philosophy of racialism, then a
word to conjure with in progressive circles all over the world.
It was the new effervescence of racial patriotism which had
carried the Balkan League to victory, and racial patriotism is
infectious. It was not only Austria's 6,000,000 Serbs whose
desire for independence would be stimulated by the League's
victory, but her 8,500,000 Czechs, her 4,000,000 Poles, her
5,000,000 Ruthenes, her 3,000,000 Rumanians, and her